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Loading

You can easily load the 03A3 by either a single round at a time or
using a stripper clip.

Magazine Cutoff

When the '03 rifle was designed, the U.S. Army still saw the
magazine as a reserve for cartridges. The soldier or doughboy
needed to load ammo one round at a time and only use the
magazine when needed or ordered by an officer. The magazine
cutoff switch located on the left of the receiver turns the magazine
on or off. The magazine cutoff switch when place in the middle
position allows for the bolt to be removed from the rifle.
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With the magazine cutoff switch in the on position, the bolt pulls
back far enough to clear the magazine follower and will engage and
load a cartridge from the magazine.
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With the magazine cutoff switch in the off position, the bolt when
pulled back no longer clears the magazine follower and thus will not

load a cartridge from the magazine. This allows the shooter to drop
cartridges into the path of the bolt, one at a time.
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The rear sights on the 03A3 are easy to use. To adjust windage
(left or right) turn the windage knob (as shown in sights fig 1).

Each click results in a change of 4 minutes of angle in either
direction.
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To adjust for elevation you slide the aperture up or down (as shown
in sights fig 2). The further up the longer the distance. It starts out
at 100 yards and increases out to 800 yards, 100 yard increments.

Safet

The '03 safety is fairly simple to operate. It has two positions, Safe
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or Ready. As show in safety figure 1, the lever is turned to the left
for ready (ready to fire).
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As show in safety figure 2, the lever is turned to the right for safe
(safe from fire). This locks the bolt in the receiver.

Adobe PDF Downloadable Version of Article

Copyright 2003, 2004, 2005 © Jamie Mangrum
All material on web pages under the domains surplsurifle.com,
surpluspistol.com, or surplusfirearm.com, and CD-ROMS produced
by Surplusrifle.com, unless otherwise stated, are the property of
Jamie Mangrum. These materials are protected by copyright and
other intellectual property laws. Information received through this
website may be displayed and printed for your personal,
noncommercial use only. You may make copies of the materials
available through this website, solely for your personal,
noncommercial use, and only if you preserve any copyright or
other notices contained in or associated with them. You may not se
the materials found on this website.

Copyright 2003, 2004, 2005 © Jamie Mangrum

http://www.surplusrifle.com/03a3/operations.asp 2/8/2005



